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as many courses as in a conventional Japanese dinner and etiquette
demands that the guests should leave none of the dishes unfinished
One peculiarity of the repast is the custom requiring the host to bring
everything in personally The tea room is accessible to none but the
host while the entertainment is going on, lest the peace and tran
quillity of the occasion be disturbed by intruders, and although he
enters from time to he does not eat with his guests There are elab
orate rules of etiquette for the eating of this dinner, chiefly as to the
the way of handling the chopsticks When the meal is over the
guest put all the empty dishes and bowls on the trays, and the host
removes them one by one to the adjoining room When sweets are
served the first sitting closes and, at the host s suggestion, the guests
retire to the waiting room or to another place where a bench is
provided This is called the intermediate retirement (naka tachi)
The second sitting (goza in) is the real tea ceremony, to which the
guests are summoned by soft strokes on a gong or a thick board
which is hung near the tea room Five or seven strokes are usually
given It is the signal that the host is ready to serve the thick
tea (koi cha) The formality of purification is repeated and the
guests enter the tearoom in the same order as for the first session
On entering, led by the head guest, they find that the hanging scroll
is gone and in its place some flowers have been arranged in the alcove
The koi cha is prepared from powdered tea, two or three spoonfuls
of which are put in the bowl, hot water poured upon it, and the tea
then beaten to a creamy froth with a bamboo whisk When the prep-
aration is ready the host places the bowl in front of the head guest,,
who, with a bow to his fellow guests, holding it on the palm of his
left hand and steadying it with his right, takes a sip and, after
complimenting the host on its excellent flavour, right consistency
and so on, takes two or more other sips before passing it on to the
second guest The bowl is thus passed round until all have tasted it*
The leader must not forget to request the host to be allowed the
privilege of closely inspecting the tea bowl, which should not be held